
“Obedience Must Be Taught” 

By Jim Hill, May 10, 2020 

 
Happy Mother’s Day! Hear these beautiful words written by Washington Irving honoring 
mothers: 
 
“A mother is the truest friend we have, when trials heavy and sudden, fall upon us; 
when adversity takes the place of prosperity; when friends who rejoice with us in our 
sunshine desert us; when trouble thickens around us, still will she cling to us, and 
endeavor by her kind precepts and counsels to dissipate the clouds of darkness, and 
cause peace to return to our hearts.”  
 
Mothers are, indeed, exceptional people; they teach, they console, they love and, when 
required, they occasionally discipline. I want to speak, today, about the words of a 
special mother, Mary, the mother pf Jesus. Let’s hear her prayer:  
 
“My soul exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For He 
has regard for the humble state of His bond slave; for behold, from this  
time on all generations will count me blessed. For the Mighty 
One has done great things for me; and holy is His name. And His mercy is upon every 
generation after generation toward those who fear Him. He has done mighty deeds with 
His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart. He 
has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who 
were humble. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent away the rich empty-
handed. He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, as 
He spoke to our fathers descendants forever.” (Luke 1:46-55) 
 
One of the great prayers of Christianity, The Magnificat is considered world changing. 
Cynics say that religion is the opiate of the people but this prayer is a most innovative of 
documents; identifying three distinct revolutionary ideas.   
 
The first is moral, Christianity is the death of pride. How? It is explained well in a story 
by the author O. Henry. He tells of a young man brought up in a small village. In a one 
room schoolhouse, he sat next to a pleasant young lady and they became friends. After 
completing school, the young man left the village and went into a nearby city where he 
became a pickpocket and petty thief. One day he grabbed an elderly lady’s purse and 
ran away. It was easy and he carried a smirk on his face while walking down the street. 
At that moment, he spotted the sweet and innocent young lady he had gone to school 
with. Suddenly he saw himself for the contemptable person he was. Burning with 
shame, he leaned against a light pole, “O God,” he said, “I wish I could die.” A belief in 
Christ forces us to see ourselves for what we really are, and sometimes we don’t like 
what we see. In Mary’s words “He has scattered those who are proud in the thoughts of 
their heart.”  Christ makes us question our pride.  
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The second is a social revolutionary idea; in which the mighty will fall and humble will be 
lifted up. A wonderful illustration of this concept can be found in a story from the middle 
ages. A man by the name of Muretus, who was a humanist writer, wandering scholar 
and lecturer in Latin, was taken ill in an Italian town. He was taken to the hospital that 
served the poor and homeless. After an examination, the doctors were discussing his 
case in Latin, with no idea that he understood their conversation. They were saying he 
was such a useless individual that they might use him for medical experiments. He 
looked up and responded, in Latin, with these words, “Call no man worthless for whom 
Christ died.” In her prayer, Mary told us “ He has brought down rulers from their thrones, 
and has exalted those who were humble.” When we realize that Christ died for all 
people, it is no longer possible to speak about some being unworthy.  
 
A third revolutionary idea was economic: He will feed those who are hungry and send 
away the rich. Many pursue money, power and prestige and they fight to gather as 
much of it as they can. True Christian believers are willing to share what they have with 
those less fortunate. Once again, in her prayer, Mary told us that “He has filled the 
hungry with good things; and sent away the rich empty handed.” A Christian is freely 
willing to help the needy in all possible ways.  
 
Mary’s prayer was groundbreaking and we still struggle with her ideas today; but, by her 
example, Mary gave us something else of importance. It came to us in the form of a 
single word, “humble.” Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant.” Ask 
yourself, are you humble? To know, you must honestly answer several questions. How 
has God blessed you? Do you understand God’s justice as Jesus taught? Do you share 
the great blessings of Jesus’ mercy and justice? Do you reach out to those less 
fortunate? Are you grateful for His grace? 
 
Your answers are yours, but with all that is happening this Mother’s Day, 2020, it is wise 
to consider how blessed we are and to think deeply about the nature of God’s mercy 
and justice. It is wise to remember and repeat Mary’s words of praise for all God’s gifts. 
It is wise to remember Mary’s warning that obedience to God must be taught from 
generation to generation. It is wise to remember Mary’s words for ourselves and others 
and to rejoice in them.  
 
Please join me now in this prayer: 
  
Dear God, we thank you for the Power of your Word and your Presence over our lives. 
We thank you that no weapon formed against us will prosper, for greater are You who is 
in us, than he who is in the world. We pray that you will cast down every threat and 
accusation, every abusive word and cruel attack hurled our way. We praise you that 
nothing is impossible with you, that You are loving and gracious, full of mercy and 
might. We trust in you alone, to rise up strong on our behalf. Thank you that you are our 
Defender and Strong Tower, our Refuge and our Strength. Thank you that you fight for 
us today, and in our weakness, you make us strong. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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